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ENGLISH CURRICULUM MAP 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

YR Autumn 1: 

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 

Outcomes:  Oral re-telling, developing a new 

character, own version narrative. 

 

Autumn 2: 

Izzy Gizmo by Pip Jones 

Outcomes:  Signage, letters of advice, lists, labelled 

diagrams. 

Spring 1: 

The Magic Paintbrush by Julia Donaldson 

Outcomes:  Labels, writing in role, thank you letters, 

own version narratives. 

 

Spring 2: 

The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle 

Outcomes:  Labels and captions, re-telling, writing in 

role, narrative, letter. 

Summer 1: 

So Much by Trish Cooke 

Outcomes: Performance/narrative poetry; own 

version narrative poem. 

 

Summer 2: 

Oi Frog by Kes Gray 

Outcomes:  Captions and labels, own version 

narrative. 

 

Y1 All About Me 

Autumn 1: 

Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson & Emily Gravett 

Main outcome:  Narrative re-telling. 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2: 

Beegu by Alexis Deacon 

Main outcome:  Own version ‘alien’ narrative. 

 

Castles 

Spring 1: 

The Magic Bed by John Burningham 

Main outcome:  Own version fantasy story. 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2: 

Iggy Peck Architect by Andrea Beaty 

Main outcome: Fact file. 

 

 

On Our Field 

Summer 1: 

Yeti and the Bird by Nadia Shireen 

Main outcome: Own version narrative about an 

unlikely friendship. 

Reading: 

The Ride-by-Night by Walter de la Mare 

 

Summer 2: 

Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 

Main outcome:  Own version ‘losing/finding’ 

narrative. 

 

Y2 London 

Autumn 1: 

A Walk in London by Salvatore Rubbino 

Main outcome:  ‘A Walk in…’ guidebook. 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2: 

Rosie Revere Engineer by Andrea Beaty 

Main outcome:  Leaflet for a local landmark. 

Reading: 

The Street Beneath my Feet by Charlotte Guillian 

The Arctic 

Spring 1: 

Tadpole’s Promise by Jeanne Willis & Tony Ross 

Main outcome:  Own version narrative/extended 

explanation. 

Reading: 

Fanatical About Frogs by Owen Davey 

 

Spring 2: 

The Bear Under the Stairs by Helen Cooper 

Main outcome:  Information text. 

Reading: 

A Book of Bears by Katie Viggers 

Living & Growing 

Summer 1: 

House Held up by Trees by Ted Kooser 

Main outcome: Factual report. 

Reading: 

RHS The Magic and Mystery of Trees 

 

 

Summer 2: 

The Journey Home by Frann Preston-Gannon 

Main outcome:  Persuasive letter. 

Reading: 

There's a Rang-Tan in my Bedroom by James Sellick 

& Frann Preston-Gannon 

 

 



ENGLISH CURRICULUM MAP 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Y3 Under the Ground 
Autumn 1: 

Leon and the Place Between by Angela McAllister & Grahame 

Baker-Smith 

Main Outcome: Own version fantasy narrative. 

Cloud Tea Monkeys by Mal Peet 

Main Outcome: Non-chronological report. 

Reading: 

The Lost Spells by Robert MacFarlane  

Spelling: 

A Spelling Seed for Cloud Tea Monkeys 

A Spelling Seed for Leon and the Place Between 

 

Autumn 2: 

Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit  

Main Outcome: Newspaper report. 

The First Drawing by Mordicai Gerstein 

Main Outcome: Own historical narrative. 

Reading:  

Earth Shattering Events by Robin Jacobs  

Spelling: 

A Spelling Seed for Escape from Pompeii  

A Spelling Seed for The First Drawing 

 

Rainforests 
Spring 1: 

The Tin Forest by Helen Ward  

Main Outcome: Persuasive information poster. 

Black Dog by Levi Pinfold  

Main Outcome: Own version ‘suspense’ narrative. 

Reading: 

Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats by TS Eliot  

Spelling: 

A Spelling Seed for The Tin Forest 

A Spelling Seed for Black Dog 

 

 

Spring 2: 

Flotsam by David Wiesner 

Main Outcome: Sequel (mystery narrative). 

The Tear Thief by Carol Ann Duffy  

Main Outcome: Letter of explanation. 

Reading: 

I am the Seed that Grew the Tree by Fiona Waters 

Spelling: 

A Spelling Seed for Flotsam 

A Spelling Seed for The Tear Thief 

Ancient Egypt 
Summer 1: 

Cinderella of the Nile by Beverley Naidoo  

Main Outcome: Own version traditional tale. 

Sparky by Jenny Offill 

Main Outcome: Own version narrative about an unusual 

friendship. 

Reading: 

Africa, Amazing Africa Atinuke  

Spelling:  

A Spelling Seed for Cinderella of the Nile 

A Spelling Seed for Sparky! 

 

Summer 2: 

The Pied Piper of Hamelin by Michael Morpurgo  

Main Outcome: Own version myth/legend. 

The Day I Swapped my Dad for Two Goldfish by Neil Gaiman  

Main Outcome: Own version narrative. 

Reading: 

The Pied Piper of Hamelin by Robert Browning 

Spelling: 

A Spelling Seed for The Pied Piper of Hamelin 

A Spelling Seed for The Day I Swapped my Dad for Two 

Goldfish 

Y4 London in WW2 
Autumn 1: 

The Lion and the Unicorn by Shirley Hughes 

Main outcome: Own version historical narrative. 

Until I Met Dudley by Martin Jenkins 

Main outcome: Two explanation texts - formal and informal. 

Reading: 

Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Lion and the Unicorn 

A spelling Seed for Until I Met Dudley 

 

Autumn 2: 

Frindleswylde by Natalia O'Hara and Lauren O'Hara 

Main outcome: Narrative sequel. 

FArTHER By Grahame Baker Smith  

Main outcome: Sequel story. 

Reading: 

The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander and Kadir Nelson 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Frindleswylde 

A spelling Seed for FArTHER 

Oceans & Seas 
Spring 1: 

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

Main outcome: Mystery narrative. 

Jonathan Swift's Gulliver by Martin Jenkins 

Main outcome: Narrative based on own imagined land. 

Reading: 

Annie Lumsden, the Girl from the Sea by David Almond 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Iron Man 

A spelling Seed for Jonathan Swift's Gulliver 

 

Spring 2: 

Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll 

Main outcome: Nonsense poem. 

Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill 

Main outcome: Newspaper report. 

Reading: 

Poems from a Green and Blue Planet by Sabrina Mahfouz 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Jabberwocky 

A spelling Seed for Shackleton’s journey 

Roman Britain 
Summer 1: 

The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde 

Main outcome: Own version narrative about kindness. 

Weslandia by Paul Fleischman 

Main outcome: Non-chronological report. 

Reading: 

The Last Firefox by Lee Newbery 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Selfish Giant   

A spelling Seed for Weslandia 

 

Summer 2: 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by CS Lewis 

Main outcome: Own version narrative (set in another world). 

Varmints by Helen Ward 

Main outcome: Explanation. 

Reading: 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by CS Lewis 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 

A spelling Seed for Varmints 

 



ENGLISH CURRICULUM MAP 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Y5 Ancient Greece 
Autumn 1: 
The Odyssey by Gillian Cross  

Main outcome: Epic adventure story. 

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly  

Main outcome: Memoir for one of the women. 

Reading: 

Who Let the Gods Out by Maz Evans 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Odyssey 

A spelling Seed for Hidden Figures 

 
 

Autumn 2: 
Percy Jackson & the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 

Main outcome: Own version mythical narrative. 

The Tempest by William Shakespeare 

Main outcome: Playscript. 

Reading: 

The Listeners By Walter De La Mare 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Percy Jackson & the Lightning Thief 

A spelling Seed for The Tempest 

Earth & Space 
Spring 1: 
The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan 

Main outcome: Own version fantasy narrative. 

The Man Who Walked Between the Towers by Modicai 

Gerstein 

Main outcome: Biography/autobiography. 

Reading: 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Lost Thing 

A spelling Seed for The Man Who Walked Between the Towers 
 

Spring 2: 
Robot Girl by Malorie Blackman 

Main outcome: Science-fiction narrative. 

Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover by Markus Motum 

Main outcome: Expanded explanation for a new rover. 

Reading: 

The Race to Space by Clive Gifford 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Robot Girl 

A spelling Seed for Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover by 

Markus Motum 

The Vikings 
Summer 1: 
Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo 

Main outcome: Own version legend or missing chapter. 

The Lost Happy Endings by Carol Ann Duffy 

Main outcome: Prequel - alternative perspective. 

Reading: 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight by Michael Morpurgo 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Beowulf 

A spelling Seed for The Lost Happy Endings 

 
 

Summer 2: 
The Island by Armin Greder 

Main outcome: Narrative sequel from a different character’s 

perspective. 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger 

Main outcome: Discussion text. 

Reading: 

Black and British: a Short, Essential History by David Olusoga 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Island 

A spelling Seed for The Strange Case of Origami Yoda 
Y6 The Kingdom of Benin 

Autumn 1: 
Children of the Benin Kingdom by Dinah Orji 

Main outcome: Non-chronological report. 

The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

Main outcome: Extended own version narrative. 

Reading: 

Fly me home by Polly Ho-Yen  

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Children of the Benin Kingdom 

A spelling Seed for The Arrival 

 

 
 

Autumn 2: 
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

Main outcome: Playscript. 

The Princess' Blankets by Carol Ann Duffy 

Main outcome: Own version fairytale. 
Reading: 

Poetry for Kids: William Shakespeare illustrated edition 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Percy Jackson & the Lightning Thief 

A spelling Seed for The Tempest 

Seeing Light 
Spring 1: 
The Three Little Pigs Project 

Main outcome: Discussion text. 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 

Main outcome: Biography. 

Reading: 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 

SATs style revision texts extracts 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Three Little Pigs using the 2012 Guardian 

Three Little Pigs advert. 

A spelling Seed for The Invention of Hugo Cabre 
 

Spring 2: 
The Unforgotten Coat by Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Man outcome: Own version ‘issues and dilemmas’ narrative. 

The Hidden Forest by Jeannie Baker 

Main outcome: Balanced discussion. 
Reading: 

Darwin's Voyage of Discovery by Jake Williams  

SATs style revision text extracts 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for The Unforgotten Coat  

A spelling Seed for The Hidden Forest 

Britain After WW2 
Summer 1: 
Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah 

Main outcome: Persuasive pitch to the local council. 

Some Places More Than Others By Renee Watson 

Main outcome: Poetry. 

Reading: 

Poetry for Young People by Langston Hughes 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Windrush Child  

A spelling Seed for Some Places More Than Others 

 

 
 

Summer 2: 
Boy in the Tower by Polly Ho-Yen 

Main outcome: Own version narrative (past and present tense). 

The Templeton Twins Have an Idea by Ellis Weiner 

Main outcome: Own version adventure narrative. 
Reading: 

Politics for Beginners by Louie Stowell 

Spelling: 

A spelling Seed for Boy in the Tower 

A spelling Seed for The Templeton Twins Have an Idea 

 


